As the Founding Editor of this nationally and internationally acclaimed journal, International Journal of African Renaissance Studies (IJARS) that opened its doors for academic and scholarly accredited works in the new field of knowledge creation and development-African Renaissance studies from multi-, inter-and transdisciplinary paradigms-this is indeed a monumental legacy-leaving moment for me. On retiring at the beginning of January 2017, the University of South Africa (UNISA) bestowed on me the honourable title of Emeritus Professor-a very rare recognition that I promise to carry with distinction.
For the staff of IJARS, this is both a celebratory and sad moment in history; as they will be biding me farewell, as I am exiting as editor. However, I intend to be involved in the editorship and editorial board as editor-in-chief still. The plan is to have my current deputy editor, Simphiwe Sesanti succeeding me as the new editor, starting with volume 13 (1) in 2018. I will be by his side, should he need me. All I can say is A Luta Continua! History will judge us.
The opening article in this issue by Pascah Mungwini, Africa Know Thyself: Epistemic Injustice and the Quest for Liberative Knowledge, provides an important and forceful contribution to critical battles on theory and the shaping of ideas about Africa. Interestingly, it deals with epistemic challenges of understanding Africa, Africans and the African diaspora, starting with the era of enslavement and the slave trade, colonialism and, very unfortunately, the neo-colonial period, when Africa's political and economic leaders, including the so-called upper "middle class" are part of the oppression and injustices against the masses in Africa. As many of our universities aspire to be "globally competitive", the situation is likely to continue. The author correctly, in my view, identifies this "epistemic paradigm injustice" as part and parcel of the problem, despite the current vogue among some academics to promote concepts of "postcoloniality" and "decoloniality" as theoretical and conceptual ways of liberating knowledge in Africa. The article challenges Africans, including the diasporas, to start believing that they are rational in their own ways of believing and thinking, in the same way as other successful peoples do in the world. Know Thyself' is a clarion call that the author aptly presents.
The next piece A Youth Counter-Narrative on Trafficking and Smuggling from
Africa to Europe by Renato Tomei and Rajendra Chetty provides a critical and chilling presentation and analysis of the plight of one of thousands of African youth, especially women and girl children, who are trafficked and brutally abused all over the world, including in Africa. But Europe remains the epicenter of this global abuse. The authors draw from critical race theory to deconstruct and reconstruct counter-narratives of the victims; in this case a brutally violated Nigerian woman victim. The weaknesses of institutions and mechanisms dealing with monitoring and enforcing international human and people's rights, international humanitarian law and international criminal justice system are being exposed by the youth counter-narratives that the authors present.
The next contribution is Johnson Ayodele's Omo Onile and Violence in Real Estate Development in Lagos, Nigeria. "Land grabs" and "recolonisation" in Africa are topics that require very urgent attention. As the author shows, the problem is prevalent in the economic capital, Lagos in Nigeria. But, we ought to be aware that the phenomenon and problem is faced by all 55 African countries. This journal is amongst a few other scientific publications that has published a special issue on the phenomenon 1 . Rural to urban migration and financial capital propelled upper and middle class citizens to go into "estate development" in a manner that is aggressive in Africa-and with it comes increasing marginalisation and poverty among the stratum of lower class peoples. The dispossession of the poor of their land in Lagos is a very detailed and graphic researchbased case study provided by the author. State and private capital alliance in the violence that occurs in the promotion of private property-based "development" is horrifying. This is a must-read piece. In his article, Morgan Ndlovu grapples with the so-called black-on-black violence, and argues for a nuanced approach to this phenomenon. When this is done, it will be seen that such occurrences in the African continent are a consequence and vestige of colonialism. A critical examination of this phenomenon is important because if left unattended it allows the intended projection of Africans as inherently violent people.
The last article in this issue is M. John Lamola's African Postmodernism: Its Moment, Nature and Content. Before I edited this contribution; apart from the reports of the blind reviews, and that of the current deputy editor, I questioned why we are currently, very fond of using terms such as "modernism", "postmodernism", "post colonialism", "decoloniality" etc. Have we not read Frantz Fanon's The Wretched of the Earth, Chinua Achebe's A Man of the People, and many other African critical literary publications? Do we understand the link and dialectics between social structures and the material economic bases in our societies? Failure to understand the linkages leads to abstract theorising that cannot create fundamental changes in our societies. Anticolonial consciousness alone is not enough, whether we label it "Afro-coloniality" or give it similar labels. The same applies to using terms such as "post-modernity." Yes, philosophy is important in society, but it ought to generate social action for change. Lamola's piece elucidates this very well. We need to "decolonise'' our minds and decolonise the material conditions in society at the same time.
